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Book III.
Chap. II.

CLASS IV.

ORES,

Jl HIS class comprehends all the mineral bodies, com-
posed either entirely of metals, or of which metals con-
stitute the most considerable and important part. It is
from the minerals belonging to this class that all metals
are extracted ; for this reason they have obtained the
name of ores*
As the metals at present known amount to 28, I
should divide this class into 23 orders, allotting a dis-
tinct order for the ores of every particular metal; but
there are 4 metals which have been hitherto found
only in other ores. Thus the orders are reduced to 24.
Metals exist in ores in one or other of the four fol-
lowing states: 1. In a metallic state, and either soli-
tary or combined with each other ; 2. Combined with
sulphur; 3. In the state of oxides ; 4. Combined with
acids. Each order therefore may be divided into the
four following genera.
1* Alloys.                   3. Oxides.
2. Sulphurets.             4. Salts.
It must be observed, however, that every metal has
not hitherto been found in all these four states, and
that some of them are hardly susceptible of them alL
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